Wi, a5 racers, lend o spend our effonts, tme, and our money in
the manner we feel will help our performance the most Some-
s, that cormes ol the expense of other aress Che ares thot
should mever be overlooked 5 the safety equipment we use on
the racetrack. Rules for salety equipment are predty cut and dry,
ey real mvstery these: The 2008 WEA  males require a full fbee

heltmet wath o Srell rotmg of Snell 534 or MZOOD or ligher, Raoc-
ars are olso reéquired o wedr 8 neckbroce, gloves, and an abrasion
resistanl jacket or st 115 not a requrement to spend o forune
o safety gear, hovwever, in the interest of voursell, or yéur child,
if they are the drver, [ would hope thas 15 not the orea in whch
yern choose o gul comers o save a few dollars,

Let™s stort with the helmet. Helmets come 0o wide va-
nety of Syles mmd prices. Thene are quality helmets beginning ol
around o lundred dollors, and scone that cost up 1o a thossand
disllurs, Before considering amy helmet, check the Snell rating
LEally thes can be Found insade the helmet under the lming, and
o some, it s decal on the exbenor, Make sure i camies i mting
of 54 or BM2000 or hgher, of misl, 18 150t approved for use. Just a
nede, m DCFT rating 15 not peceptable. Tpersonally believe o buskel
wilh a chin stop will pass a DT standard. Motoreross helmets
and others wath snap on chin guards and gopoles are nd pecepl-
able and should mot EVER be used. There are several reasons fior
the wide range in prnces. Sdamdard helmets are eonstructed maimnk,
wilh fiberglass, mid range helmets are composed of a [bergloss
and carbon fiber mixture, und ethers wre strictly curbon fiker, Car-
bon fiber 15 stronger amd Lighter than Gberglass. Many gh end
helmets also hove a nomes liner, &s the mbended usage 15 nuto
racing, which usually requires a fireproot intenor. Consider the
stvle, roting. und gomsinsetion along vath the price when choosing
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o helmet Just o pote, helmets on o eloseoud, usually mesns the
end of the read for that model or brand, with replocement shields
ondd other purts o near impossible find.

Meck braces. Pretty simple hens, just o foam collar cov-
ered m fabre. The miention of this picce
i5 4o limok the remge of movemeni
of the neck 1n o erash or other
eolhsion. Sometimes 1 is

necessary with a ju-
nibar rmcer o trm the
foagm insade o give
i bit of movenmsent,
of o allow them o
tnove their chin doa
It should aeel] b frm enoweh

Lo provvide suppon

Cilowes are another requaransent Ut needs Litle explasa-
tion. The main purpose of gloves are o provide abrasion resis-
tance o the hands  Fit, stvle, and price aro the main factors 1o
consider here

Racing jackets are also required. Full suits are accept-
able, bovwever, ane nod nearly s popular as jackets. nckets along
with full length jeans or pants are the most popular choice, espe-
cially with junios drivers who are sill growing. Full or two piece
figepeool sults are required in WEA events for all champ kart
drivers and st meet an SFI mting of 3.2 Al or better. Sprind
kart drivess are not sequined o have 4 fireprool suit.

Shoos. Hacing style shoes are a popular choice with a ol
of racers, ps ey offer added comfort and Feel over othwer types of
footwear The ondy rule requirement &5 oot o lave open shoes.

Junior drivers in e purple and blue plate clusses are
required to wear an approved chest profector meeting SF1 spoei-
feation 2001 or higher, This s b0 peodect the driver's stérmum und
rib area in the event of an impact. Check with vour kecal shop o
hielp make o good brand decisdon,

The pott of this aricle 1300 shed o litthe lighi on the safieny
giar regquired, and o belp you, the racer, 10 msuke g better decision,
The muin goal is o discoursge a decision made sirictly on price,
bt pathaer to put Forth the same effort and thought into safety gear
purchases that are put into other areas of vour racing program,




